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Public Overwhelmingly Supports 
Planned Parenthood

In the weeks since the latest attacks on Planned Parenthood launched, every scientific poll that 
has been conducted has found broad, deep support for the organization and its ability to provide 
health care services to millions of people — and the public has mobilized on behalf of Planned 
Parenthood. The public is largely aware of accusations about Planned Parenthood — and is not 
persuaded by them. 

Four separate nationwide polls and six polls in political swing states also show strong favorability 
for Planned Parenthood and strong opposition to efforts in Congress to defund the organization, 
which would prevent low-income women from receiving health care at Planned Parenthood. 

These polls stem from the deep and long-standing relationship that many Americans have with 
Planned Parenthood, which is the nation’s leading provider of reproductive health care and sex 
education. For 99 years, women, men, and young people have relied on Planned Parenthood for 
birth control, lifesaving cancer screenings, safe abortion, and other high-quality health care.  One in 
five women American women reports having been to Planned Parenthood for care in her lifetime. 

All four national polls conducted in the wake of these attacks show 
extraordinarily strong support for Planned Parenthood.

• A poll from Hart research found that 64% of voters, including 72% of Independents, 
disagree with attempts to defund Planned Parenthood. Only 28% of voters support efforts 
to defund Planned Parenthood, and voters overwhelmingly say they would support a candidate 
who favors funding Planned Parenthood over a candidate who supports defunding the 
organization. 

• A recent YouGov poll found that a solid majority of Americans have a favorable view of 
Planned Parenthood — virtually unchanged from a year ago. The poll found that more than 
a third of people who think abortion should be banned in all cases have a favorable view of 
Planned Parenthood.

http://ppfa.pr-optout.com/ViewAttachment.aspx?EID=mr9WXYw4u2IxYnni1dBRVmATB6iy5hQttN1zB1l9Wwk%3d
https://today.yougov.com/news/2015/07/23/planned-parenthood-still-liked-most-americans/
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• A Reuters/Ipsos poll showed that a majority of Americans support federal funding for Planned 
Parenthood’s preventive services, and strongly oppose attempts to block millions of patients 
across the country from accessing care at Planned Parenthood’s health centers. Fully 54% of 
people said they support federal funding for Planned Parenthood, and just 26% oppose. 
When asked about federal funding for reproductive health services generally, compared to 
funding for the same services at Planned Parenthood specifically, respondents were more 
supportive (by as much as 10%) of funding health care services at Planned Parenthood.

• And a recent NBC-WSJ poll shows that Planned Parenthood has a significantly higher 
favorability rating than any other group or individual tested — including the U.S. Supreme 
Court, President Obama, both political parties, and every Republican running for president. 

Polls in political swing states since these attacks began also show 
extremely strong support for Planned Parenthood. 

Three new surveys conducted by Hart Research show that despite weeks of attacks from anti-
abortion extremists and their allies in Congress, voters in the battleground states of New 
Hampshire, Ohio, and Pennsylvania strongly support Planned Parenthood. The polls found strong 
opposition to defunding the preventive health services, including cancer screenings and birth 
control, that Planned Parenthood provides to millions of women in communities across the country 
— as well as overwhelming opposition to a government shutdown over Planned Parenthood. Key 
findings from the surveys include:

• 66% of New Hampshire voters oppose defunding Planned Parenthood’s preventive health 
services, including 72% of Independents.

• 65% of Ohio voters oppose defunding Planned Parenthood’s preventive health services, 
including 59% of Independents.

• 69% of Pennsylvania voters oppose defunding Planned Parenthood’s preventive health 
services, including 69% of Independents.

• Large majorities of voters in each state (65% in New Hampshire, 60% in Ohio, and 65% in 
Pennsylvania) do not believe that defunding is justified by the deceptively edited videos 
released in recent weeks by anti-abortion extremists.

• Overwhelming majorities of voters in each state (75% in New Hampshire, 74% in Ohio, and 
76% in Pennsylvania), including majorities of Republican voters, have an unfavorable reaction 
to the idea of shutting down the federal government to block any funding for Planned 
Parenthood.

• By a 2 to 1 margin, voters in all three states are less likely to vote to re-elect their senators if 
they vote to defund Planned Parenthood.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/19/us-usa-politics-abortion-idUSKCN0QO0BD20150819
http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/how-public-views-planned-parenthood-nra-n403451
https://intranet.ppfa.org/national/cxo/files/i_stand_with_pp_campaign_july_2015/polling/hartresearchpollingsupportforppnhpaohpdf


3 •  Public Overwhelmingly Supports Planned Parenthood

Three additional surveys conducted by Quinnipiac show solid favorability for Planned Parenthood 
and strong opposition to legislation to defund Planned Parenthood. 

• In Florida, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, each of the polls show public opposition to legislation cutting 
off federal funds for Planned Parenthood’s preventive services. 

• Among women voters, the polls in all three states are particularly stark. In Florida, 53% 
of women oppose defunding Planned Parenthood; in Ohio, 55% oppose it; and in 
Pennsylvania 60% of women voters oppose defunding Planned Parenthood. In all three 
states, barely one-third of women voters support defunding Planned Parenthood.

The latest attacks on Planned Parenthood have sparked a 
widespread public outcry and mobilization.

• 342 state and national organizations — representing more than 42 million people — signed letters 
of support recognizing the unique and critical role that Planned Parenthood has as a health care 
provider, educator, and advocate for women’s health. 

• Social media petitions have garnered more than 900,000 signatures from people in all 50 states. 
The hashtag for the positions, #StandWithPP has trended worldwide on Twitter.

• Planned Parenthood supporters have made 62,000 phone calls to politicians to express their 
support for the organization’s health care services.

• More than 100 grassroots events have been held across the country to support Planned 
Parenthood.
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